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But now the true nature of gravitie is this. Tis such a respective
mutuaU desire of union, whereby condensed bodies, when they
come within the sphere of their owne vigor doe naturally apply
themselves one to another by attraction or coition. ... It will
follow, that if a man were above the sphere of this magneticall
vertue which proceeds from the earth, hee might there stand as
firmely as "in the open air, as he can now upon the ground: and
not only so, but he may also move with far greater swiftness than
any living creatures here below because then he is without all
gravity, being not attracted in any way. ... Tis commonly
granted that if there were a hole quite through the centre of the
earth, though any heavy body . . . were let fall into it, yet when
it came to the centre, it would there rest immovable in the air.

In this passage we have an early statement of the problem
which Newton explored in his first attempt to test the inverse
square law. There is also a broad hint of the hollow earth problem
for which Newton first gave the correct and paradoxical solution
which enabled Priesdey and Cavendish to establish the kw of
electrical attraction. In his various essays towards the populariza-
tion of the Galilean view among his fellow-countrymen, Wilkins
was the protagonist of thfe Broad Church doctrine behind which
the materialism of Boyle and Hooke took shelter. The following,
taken fror$ The Earth may be a Planet, gives advance ecclesiastical
publicity to Boyle's belief that the Deity had wound up the
Cosmic Watch and entrusted the task of detecting its laws of
motion to the Council and Fellows of the Royal Society:

Divers men have fallen into great absurdities whilest they have
looked for the grounds of philosophy from the words of Scripture
and therefore it may bee dangerous on this point also to adhere
so closely unto the Letter of the Text. . . , These expressions
concerning the founding or establishing of Heaven or Earth were
not intended to shew the immoveableness of either, but rather to
manifest the wisedome of Providence, who had so called these
parts of the World in their proper situations that no naturall
cause could displace them or make them decline from their
appointed course. . . . Thus have I in some measure cleered the
chiefe arguments from Scripture against this opinion. For which